
Name: ___________________________________ 
Period: _______________ 

Date: __________________________ 
 

Civil Rights Movement 
4th Quarter Project 

Readers Theater Assignment 
 

Assignment: Students will write a 10-page Readers Theater script depicting one major event, prominent 

person or court case on this list. They will then perform the script in class, in groups of 10-15 performers, 

depending on the number called for in each script. 

 

Step 1: Choose an event / person / court case. No event / person / court case may be 

chosen by more than one student.  A sign-up sheet for each class period will be provided. No group or pair work 

is allowed for researching or writing scripts. You may not switch your event / person / court case without 

getting prior teacher approval. If you ask to change, the teacher will provide you with an appropriate substitute 

topic or person to research and write about. 

Due: ______________________________________  / 5 pts 

 

Step 2: Research.  After choosing an event / person / court case, students must research and find 10 

facts about that event / person /court case to use in the script. Students must use at least one primary source for 

the dialogue, incorporating at least one “real” quote in the script. This may be something a judge said, the 

individual said, or witnesses to the event said. You also must have enough notes about the sources you used to 

be able to create a bibliography.  

Due: ______________________________________ / 50 pts  

 

Step 3: Writing: All script writing must follow common script conventions, including: all caps tags 

for character names in front of dialogue, a single blank line between characters’ dialogue (in other words, skip a 

line each time you change characters speaking), stage directions in italics, headings for at least 3 scenes, and a 

narrator who describes the action in each scene. Your script must include: 7-10 characters, including a narrator; 

3 scenes; it must dramatize the event / person’s life / or court case well enough that your audience can learn the 

10 facts from your research; and include a separate, MLA, 8th edition bibliography of the sources used. 

Remember, a script tells a story – it follows the plot mountain you already know so well. 

Due: ______________________________________ / 120 pts 

  

 

Step 4: Performing: Students will perform scripts in class, and will be graded by their peers on a 

peer-evaluation rubric. Performances may include costumes and props, which must be removed from the 

classroom at the end of the performance. Students may form their own performance groups. In the event a 

role in a script cannot be filled, the teacher will assign a performer to the role. Students may perform more than 

one role in a script, and they may perform in more than one script. 

Performance Date: ____________________________________________ / 50 pts 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Events 

Little Rock Central High School Integration 

Montgomery Bus Boycott 

Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom 

Temple Bombing (Atlanta, GA) 

Lunch counter sit-in, Greensboro, NC 

Mississippi Freedom Summer 

Freedom Rides 

Augusta Movement 

Birmingham Bombing 

Delano Grape Strike 

Assassination of J.F.K.  

March on Washington 

New York Race Riots 

Selma-Montgomery March 

Watts Riots 

Occupation of the Town of Wounded Knee 

East L.A. Walkouts 

Assassination of Malcolm X 

1968 Miss America Pageant Protest 

Women's Strike for Equality 

 

People 

Emmett Till 

Little Rock Nine 

Rosa Parks 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

Dennis Banks 

Clyde & Vernon Bellecourt 

Oliver Brown 

Thurgood Marshall 

Cesar Chavez 

Dolores Huerta 

Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne Hunter 

Larry Itliong 

James Meredith 

A. Philip Randolph 

Vivien Malone and James Hood 

Malcolm X 

Jose Angel Gutierrez 

Betty Friedan 

Shirley Chisholm 

Muriel Fox 

 

Court Cases 

Brown vs. Board of Education 

Pickrick Trial 

Hernandez v. Texas 

Shelley v. Kraemer 

 
 
 


